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Honeſt Commoners SPEECH: 


WH the King ends his Speech, 
| I will begin mine. ' Since his 
Majclty himſelf tells us, That we have 
ſuch. an oppartumnity now to ſettle the 
Future Quiet and Proſperity of theſe 
Kingdoms, and all Earope, as we can 
aicv-r hope to ſee again :: We ought, I 
thirk, to believe him, and apply it 
the beſt we can to a common $.tety. 
Give me leave therefore to-(ay and 
preſs you, by all that is dear to you; 
your Liberties, your Honour, your 


_Poſterity,that having but one throw 
more tor your Lives, for your All; 


you trifle: not, you miſtake not, you 
miſuſe not this opportunity. Chariey 
begins at home z it 'is a ſenfible Pro- 
verb, and never.more ſeaſonable; and 
to inftruct our ſelves the beſt we can, 
allow:meto look back a little into for- 
mer Regag 

The firuggle that has been in theſe 
King loms, fince the latter end of 
King Fames the Firſt's Time, between 
the Ccurt and Countrey Party, can- 
not, I am ſure jt ought not, to be 
uninown to any Member that has 


_ the Honour of Sitting in Parliament 


f r nothing is more Inftiuctive and 
Accomplithing to the Perfons that 
compole it. 
vour in the Court to grow vpen the 
Rights and Priviledges of the People, 


and a molt flattering Clergy ever rea- 


«y to ſtamp all theſe Attempts, under 
the Banner of Prerogarrve, with their 


Fure Drwoino, 1 will not run into their 


Hiftory, that of the Srar- Chamber 
ſhall prevent me z to be had at/every 
Book-fellers 3 there cannot be a 
worſe, nor a truer. It lezds me to 
pity Kings, and excuſe them, for 
their Errors of their Government are 


We ſhall find an endea- * 


N.-- 


rarely their own, they (ee and hear 
by other Mens Eyes and Ears; and as 
they are intereſted, Kings are abuſed, 
and Royal Authority diſhonourably 
employ 'd. It has been the, Endeavour 
as well as Duty of the Sovereign Coun- 


ſe] of this Kingdom to give a check - 


to theſe Abuſes, by repreſenting trees 


1y to their Kings the Law, the Conſti- 
. tutions, what they may and may not 


do, what is his, and what is theirs, 
theio Conſiſtency and Dependency, 
and the dangerous Conſequence of 
their adhering to ſuch Counſels, and 
perſiſting in thoſe Courſes. And to 


the Honour of the Conſtitution, and 


Wiſdom of our Parliaments, be it ſpo- 
ken, thoſe Kings have left the faireſt 
CharaGters to their Names, that have 
lived. beſt with | their Parliaments 3 
and you. will find that they have been 
the ableft and valianteſt of our Prin- 
ces, that have ſeen them ofteneſt and 
followed their Advice moſt; but 


Three great opportunities we have 


loſt, which I will but- hint at, that 
you may eicreaſe your Zeal, by res 
membring them to improve this only 
one that is left us, by which to re» 
trieve the loſs of them, and fave all. 
The Firſt was the Cenceflions. of 
King Charles 1. to the 19 Prepofiti- 
ons preſented to him in Iſle of 
Fight, by the. Parliamet, 1647. 


- which the K. himClt :flures us were 


not the Conſtraint, but Nlumination 
of his &filiRiors ; ſor after a ſeries of 
Succeſles zgainft him, the Houſes oply 
prayed their antient Rights of him, 
that though Peiſonally in their Pow= 
er, they difired ever to Le urder his 
legal Authority, ard. al korred to be 


thovght to have their Kirg at their 
A 


Mercy, 


% \ 
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Mercy, but that they oulp redeemed 


him from the il! Counſel of! Mercileſs 
and Mercenary Men. This, opportu- 
nity was loft by the interruption of 
<heir own victoutious Army, which 


Influenced by a few ſaperiour Offi-ers, 
that found not their | Account by the 
Peace, had always the Means ard Me- 
thods to difcontent [their Followers 


againſt their Maſters, and fo turned. 
their Swords upon thole that paid: 


them, and from: that time fought ter 


their Leaders, rather than their Coan- 
*"trey ; though in this the Men were 
poſſibly out-witted and abuſed. The 
il Conſequences of this Overſight, or 
'Tather Violence, were many and ter- 


Tible, Firff, That King's [Tragical 


' Death, not only a Diſhvnonr te the 


Nation, but a beheading of 'the Go- 
vernment ; a prepoſterous difabling of 
the Conftitution, as well asan unlaw- 


' ful Action. Secondly, From this 


ſprung new Wars 'with Scee/and, and 
all over this Kingdom, in Kew, E/ex, 


 Wiles,. and Lancaſhire, «\pecially at 


D:nbar, Preſton, and Vircefter ; and 


' though the Veins that; were opened a 
' freſh upon this ſad \occafion , bled 
* freely and largely every where, and . 
* put all 'parts of the: Kingdoym into - 


Mourning , more pe:ithing |in two 
Years of this ſecond Civil War, than 


'3n 'the feven Years- of the firſt; yet 


the fataleſt part of the Buſtnefs, was 


The Baniſhment of the young Princes ; 


for when they were compelled/to frek 
their Bread among Strangers, they 
learned their Cuſtoms, and ſuck'd> in, 
with forcign Air, outlandifh: Princi- 
ples; and this natutally led them to 
diſlite the Government, as well as the 
People of their own Countrey z which 
very conſideration has fometimes obs 
liged me to make allowances in my 


' own Refl:Ctions, upon the Conduct 


of the Brothers," who! perhaps were 
more Unhappy than | Faulty, and 
mnch of that owing to us our' ſelves. 


1 will cloſe this Remark with. faying, 
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We had faved our King, our Allegi- 
ance, our- Honour, our Blood, and 
Treaſure, and a better Thing , our 
Government ,, if we had improved 
that. Ile of ig ht opportunity. But 
fome will {ay this was not the Act of- 
the Kingdom, but of a few ambitious. 
Men, true 3 but the Conſequences 
were as bad ; and for that Reaion let 
us have a- care of YVidforiow Armies, 
and their Ambirtons Leaders, while - 
they arc in our Power; thereis,at leaſt, 
that Inftrucion in it. But our next 
Inſtance ſhall be of -an opportunity 
as extravagantly loſt, and with a fort: 
of: univerſal Neglect, if not Content ; 
and that was the Reftauration cf his- 
Sen King Chuyrles IT. For he- that 
would have Married Lambert's Daugh- - 
ter, and returned upoi'almott Re-- 
publican Principles, would certainfy- 
have thought it Duty and Religion to 
have fubmitted to, and'performed his 
Royal Father's Commiſſions to the 
Priviledges of the People, and Power: 
of Parhaments ; but this oppo! tuni- 
ty was flipt too 5-ovwr Extreams were-- 
ſo great, m Love and Hatred, that 
we could not find in our Heat ts to ob- 
ſerve any mean for the real Gaod of 
Prinee and People : We would be 


. Debauch'd in fpight to the preciſe— 


reſs of the Party we hated, and the 
King ſhoul!l return ' unconditional, 
that we might be even with them for 


| their Unmonarchical Principles. Tt 


was Rebellion now to fight by his Au- 
thority againſt his Perſor, and Trea* 
ſon to diitmguith his politick from his: 
perſonal Capacity z and Paurlzaments. 
themſelves might be Difloyal, for we 
were told, Th:t our. Kir:gs being Sove- 
rexens, they had no Superionr but God'; 
and thetr People, neither ColleAively, 
n0r Ropreſentatively, could fo. much as 


put the leaſt Reſtraint upon the Perſon 


of their King, and that ſuch Attempts 


were Treaſon withinthe 25 Ed. 3. and 
much more to alter the antient Frame 


of the Government, - But about 66. 


has 
© being, 


being awakened out of onr exceſſes 
of Joy and Revenge, by the nature of 
Things, we repented too [ate 3 -and 
after 73 we would have given halt 
our Eſtates, and as much of our Blovd 
too, for fuch anopportunity as what 
we had fo prodigally and irrecove- 
rably loft. | 

This falſe Step'we hop'd to-retrieve 
'by the Bill of Excl/ryfion, but that be- 
came Aborrive, as it deſerved; tor it 
was purely Perſonal in its Regards, 
loving one Man more/than Liberty, 
and hating another Man more than 
 Shvery ; and miferable is that People, 


whoſo Security is more from the Tem» ' 
per of the Magiſtrate, than the Con--! 


Fitution of the Goverament. The 
next greateſt opportunity of all, was 
at the Eletion of this King. He leems 
not to have -come for a Crown, but 
-our Safety3 to ſecure the Succeſſion, 
rather than obtain the Poſſeſſion: 


'D-oubtleſs we ſarpriſed him with the ' 
tender of it, and as one unable to re-': 
fift our Love, after he had overcome - 


-our Fears, he fabmitted 'to the Bur- 
den of a Crown, to preferve what he 
had procuree for us; 4 Deliverance 
 frem our Featouſies of. i: 28s and a des 
ſpetick, Power, To do-what we ſhould 
have done in thoſe former Occafhons, 


had been to fave us indeed.; but we - 
loft our Memory now in our Joys, as ' 


we had done before}; I will nat fay 
our Wits, and leſs: our Morals 3 bnt 
that we ſhoukl miſs of the- beſt part 
of the End of our ſending for | him 
- and his coming, has ſomething] in it 
fo reproachiul to our Underitandings 


"ox Integrity,thatit is never to be wip'd 


ot, but by improving this opnortu- 
nity now w our Hands, an>which the 


King tells us is like tobe the laſt; And 


Hace it may be the laſt time alſo that 
I may have the Honour of ſpeaking 
to you, at leaft fo ſolemnly, give me 
leave to uſe all the freedom of an En- 
glith Man, and take every Thing. in 
Loot Pai tas it ivmeant inthe greatelt 


ty) | * 
good Will;forwhntever be-the faccels, 


I'fhall have the ſatisfaction of having 


clear'd my Confcience'; that if 'the Aus! 


thors of our Safety come hereafter to 
prove the means of our Deſtrection, 


the World and Potterity ſhall know F 


had no hand in the Tragedy. 

That which I call the prefent op» 
porturity, is taking the advantage of 
the neceflity of Aﬀairs, to ſetile the 


Government upon its true Bafas, 'and ' 
ſupply whatever we. find Defective, - 


Tt this yet wants an Explanation, then, 


I ſay, Lee ws not give 4 Penuy of Mo- 
ney til we are fate-at bome; letius be : 
ont of Danger -trom being” the worſe - 


far ViCtory 3 let us know whatis onre; 
how we thalt keep it, and what we 
have in future to truft to. Asthe K. 
tells us, He mnſt fink under the preat 


Pew2r of France. it, in this Seflion, we 


make not Proviſion for a vigorous Op» 
poſition to France; foi tell / Une 


{eſs you fecure'your ſelves againit the 


very ſuccefſes you hope: for; - your 


Proviftous may be the Means of: your 
own Ruine inſteadt of Safety. Fhe 
King is a Stranger to our Conftitu- ' 
. tion, and was nearer to: the Crows in 


Blood, than to our Government'in his 


Education. He is very abke in Mili-- 


tary Aﬀairs, and the Civil too, of the 


Place he took his Breeding fin, and - 


has better knowledge" in foreign Afe 


fairs than we have 5 but inEngliſh - 
Bufne's it's no: Diſhonour to lim te 
be toid his Relation to vs, the Na- 
ture of it, and what is-fit for him to ! 


do; And who ſhould, or who can do 
it with that Freedom: and Authority, 
that we may and ought to do ?* Ant 


the rather, becauſe we fee how mucty + 
he is influenced by ilt or weak Men,- 


that are the mere Creatures of Power; 
ſome-ftained in their Credit, or Beg= 
gars 5 others Couctous, and that have 
ſecond Brouds to provide for 5 fome 


Voluptuous and Prodigal-z a vaſt. 
Number of Forergners, that wait both - 


for Fortunes and, Fitle: upon the conn. 
| A 2 clakion 
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clufion of this War 3 enough to move 
a Conqurcrour to ak or take more 
Power, than: is for the ſafety of our 
Conſtitution to ſuff:r._ I cannot for- 
get that [ have read Ce/ar's Story 3 
what he did with his vidtoriqus Army 
when he\returneil home, and have 
ſeen. fomething to the ſame purpofe 
in our own Cyuuntrey. The World has 
very few Solons, Dyons, and Scrpros 
init; and to be very free.with you, 
as the Time and Cale obliges me, there 
are ſome Paſſages, I have obſerved, 
ftace the Revolution with nd little 
regret ; the Imployment! of unpopular 
and ungrateful Men the laying by the 
moſt zealous Men in the Caange, and 
as able as any. Body to ſerve; the 
Prefliig in the Houſe by Miniſters; 
the- interruption of the | Hau5eas Cor> 
p45 AR, though the liberty of it be 
declared a Fundamental Right 5 Prac- 
tices upon Evidences, eyen to' Blood 


by Promiſes and Threats, which are. 


Boots and Bribes in:;the ppright Senle 
of this Government 3 [the general 
Complaint of fober Men, | Scotcb-men, 


of the Violation of the Conditions 


upon which they preſented the King 
*with the Crown of Scotland; and the 
Wracking of an Engzliſh-man there, 
aggolt the Laws of that Kingdom, 
as Well as of this; and, \t is ſaid, by 
particular Orders. from hence ; laſt of 


all, the 'danger and fcandal of our 


Adminiſtration in general, by the em- 
ployment of incompetent Perſons, 
ſuch as are ſuſpected of Falſeneſs, or 
that are of known Inſufficiency; as 
often as any free, or gopd Thing is 
propoſed, they oppole it in pretence 
of upholding the Monarchy ; and, as 
with this, they flatter the moſt dan- 
gerous and weak Part of! this King; 
ſo if he comes to fail, they recom- 
mend themſelves to King Fames, if 
he or his Son -ſucceed, with the Me- 
rits of ſupporting the Crown againſt 
a Common-wealth: For theſe Rea- 
ſons 1 am lead to ſay, if this be the 


F 
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laſt opportunity for the King to- by 
ViCtorions, 'it: may be the laſt oppor. 
tunity for us to be Free. The for- 
mer P.inces wanted not good Quali. 


ties, ard were acceſſible upon all O:-.. + 


cafions, and ex'reamly Civil, as.if 
they had a mind tolive well with their 


People ; but they had not Power to-. 
'refilt the evil Influences of ſome Mens 
And though this King 


abuut them. 
ſhews great Magnanimity in the Field, 
he is Conquered daily in the Cabinet ;. 


Anq by whom, pray , more than by-. 


him that in the worſt of Times was 
the, worſt of Tools? and to the 
eternal Infamy of this Government, 
is: endured at the head of Afﬀirs in 


a War againft France, that was by the-- 


C:mmons of Erzl/and Impeached up- 
on Letters under his own Hand of a 
treacherous Negotiation with France ;: 
nor is this the blackeft of his Crimes, 
and therefore not the groſeft of our 

Follies to ſuffer him. His Capital Ini- 
quity is, at once, ſubverting. the Foun- 
dations of the People of England. It 
is- Higb Treaſon to invade the Royat 
Bed, by the Laws of this Kingdom 5 
But what is it then, or ought it to 

be to an Houſe of Commons, tq pra- 

Ctiſe ypon their Honour, to buy off 
the People's Repreſentatives, to per» 

vert Truft, and turn them againſt 
themſelves? Next to them: that took 
Money, he mutt be the worſt of Men. 


This is Treaſon, againſt the Conſtituti- 


on; |it is a d&flolving Fundamentat 
Truit, and legally enthrawling us; it 
is making the Proplke, Felo de /e, to 
deſtroy themſelves. What Corrup- 
tion ſo vile? What Proftitution- fo 
ſcandalous 2 I is beyond Example, 
and it ſeems it is above Puniſhment, 
and he is uſed, and looks, and adcts;. 
aS if he were Meritorious. Shall an 


Houſe of Commons endure this, and ! 


in a Government under the fair Cha- 
rater of a Reformation ? As if we 
were reconci'ed to the Miniſtry and 


Meaſyzes, that were the Cauſe of mas + 


king 


F 


King this -bold-Turn, This gives me 
all the Imprefſions of Grief and Pity, 
that with the D:g we ſhcuid return 
to cur Vomit, and like Swine feed 
upon Excrements. We ctter our E- 
neinies the greateſt Advantages, while 
we let them fee we can thus contra» 
diet, ard give our ſecives the lye, and 
change our Minds of Men that are 
not changed; and can do any Thing 
to ſerve a turn, Which makes the 
whole look Iufincere and a Trick; and 
it it were not Impious, to be ſue it 
were Unwiſe ta do fo. | 
Thele are the Motives that preſs 
me, and which make me fo free and 
earneſt with you, to valut this laſt 
opportuuity to all the Aulvantages, 
the great Wiſdom of this Houſe may 
draw thence,. by a fuil Improvement 
of it. Letno reſpects divert you, as 
you wilt anſwer it to God and Man; 
I muſt be plain, it is a Bargain you 
muſt make for your All, make it ſure ; 
the omiſſion ſeems to render it irre- 
*trievable. L-t not ill Men and Ma- 
nagement, cover it ſclf under big 
Words againſt France, Ycu know 
who cries ſtop Thief: Names thould 
not colen you out of this happy Jun- 
Cture, nor your Conduct ſhew you 
Will be ever Prodigal of the Provi- 
dences that would ſave you. Take 
the King's Advice, apply it wiſely and 


quickly ; he has been abroad, and has _ 


the Advantage of the Confederates In- 
telligence; as well as his own,which we 
have Reaſon to believe is very Good ; 
and upon the whole Matter tells us, as 
the laſt and moſt important Motive to 
us, That we have but this opportunity: 
Be ready therefore with your Money, 
but be ready with your Rights too ; 
and as wiſe Parlamients have ever 
clone, let them have the Preference. 
* I don't bid you ask why Ireland was 
not ſooner reduced ; why-we had not 
above half as many Men as we have 
paid for, why Supplies were ſo long 
a going, and ſo many unneceſſary 


C41 [ 


Ships for Tenders were chargeably 


ccntinued, nor how much ve are in 
Debt after the ma1 y Millicns we have 
given, befides theſe the. contiant Re- 
venne has yielded, fore fay, in all, 


above Fiſteenz no, I will cot be {o E 


ill natured or unreaſonable, rot a 
word of mine ſhall lock towards Fa» 
Rion or Diſaff Alicn, tut leave all 
this till laſt; if we Proffe: it will be 
time enough : I. wculd rot hinder 
Supplies by no mcans only get into 

effion of your. antient Rights, 


Po 
' your ſo much needed and <ffential 


Rights ; and it it ſhould pleaſe Gcd 
the King ſhuuld fail of his Hopes, or 
fall by his Enemies, you are in Poſ- 
ſeflion,, you have Ground to ſtard 
on . worth defending, and that will 
ſecure you ; for that it ſelf will en- 
gage and uiite all Intereſts, becauſe 
their own is involved; we muſt rot 


depend upon his Perſonal Succeſs, but 


cur own Conſtitutions 3 every one 
will ſtand up heartily for that which 
is his.. Convince the Kingdom they 


are the better for the Change, or 
their-heat will ſoon cool in ſupþporting 


it ; let them ſee their Legiſlation and 
Adminiſtration are ſecure ; the farſt 


\ by annual Pailiaments without any 


Evafion, and by free and genuine E- 


 Iections, which cannot be without 


the Sheriffs ace choſen by the County 
Courts, as the Coroners are, and that 
the Fines on them for falſe returns, 
and thoſe that fit upon them be 
very heavy, and appropriated out of 
the reach; of the Crown fo remit, 
which will fecure our Lepiſ] 
let Minifters be impeachable, and the 
Parliament fit till the Perſon accuſed 
be tried and acquitted, or puniſhed; 
and all ſuch Criminals be unpardon=- 
able and irreprievable, but at their 
Requeſt : Provided always, That if 
any Miniſter be named, as Culpable 
by any Perſon in Parliament, he thall 
be obliged to make it good, or at 


leaft be diſmiſs'd the Houle, and made 
une 


þ 
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to the liberty of the Priſoner, the 
number.and qualification of the Wit=. 
nefſes as well as Juries, after the man- 
ver of that Bill! which is depending ; 
and hereby our Adminifiration will 
be in a good degree ſecured alfo. 


I do further propoſe, That during 


this War a Committee of Lords and 
Commons be the Cabinet, and that 


they have the inſpeCtion of Navy, Ar- | 


my, and Treaſury, and the recom- 
mendivg of all Officers employed in 
either Capacity, the JunCture calls for 


it. Were the King an Angel, he is. 


not Omnipreſettt no more than Omni- 
potent; and if he wants your Power, 
he nceds your Preſence, Judgement, 
and Direction; a Common:-wealth 
requires a D.&atar, but a Mqnarchy 
the People in Parliament upon great 
Emergencies. Remember he isa K. 


of your making, and he ſhauld be 
one of your influencing, if not Rus | 


liag and Over-ruling in fuch Exigen- 
cies as ours. Favour or Connirance 
in Governmevt, is for cafie and not 
difficult Times : Judge well 'and Act 
vigoronfly, but Act fo as to fave 
your: Sclves, your”Countrey I mean, 
whether this or the other K. prevailz 
for be aſſured if we are in Pufictiton 
of our k hts, we are ſafe againft this 
King's Vietory, and King Fam:s's Re- 
turn, that neither ſhall hart us; elfe 
you will find your felves expoſed to 
the ill Conſequence, that may: follow 
one or tother: Have a care of after 
-Gimez, eſpecially now, when you are 
tald yon have but one opportunity tor 
al! I cannot but urge that in yonr 
Ears, that you heard taft from his 
Mauth, as the moſt pre Jing Mgtive to 
-his Supply.All good Men are in pain for 
you, and particularly what part you 
at in this Aﬀair, avd the (acceſs it 
may hare to the Felicity of the whole. 
God Almighty dire uz, for all is at 
{take white both or Legiſlition an4 
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 ' nhieapable 6f any Employment in the 
«Government; and regulate Tryals, as 


Adminiftration are unſettled, and att 


will be ſafe to us if we are ſecnre at_ 


home ; for it isfeared, and juftly,'I 
think, that as our Saviour ſaid, Our 
greateſt Enemies -are of our own 
Houle; our own Family, Men in Of- 
tice, and in Government, let King 
Fames's Fate be your Admonition 5 
truſt your ſelves, and wthers ſhall 
not betray you 3 employ Men of 
Principles, of Skill, and Sobriety, 
For your Fleet you will find them 
better at R#:cliff bigh-way, than at 


Lec;es and the” Blur-priſts, For the - 


Army, mis, with ſome that you have, 


honeſt Countrey Gentlemen and Citi- 


zens, that are both fober and hear- 
ty: And in every Commiltton fee that 


you have only {uch Perſons, as were 


bred up in the Buſineſs of thoſe Com- 
miſfions they ſerve in; as in the Cr- 
ſtoms, Merchants; in the Exciſe, thoſe 
that have been Brewers and have gi- 
ven it over; in the Adnzralty, Navy, 
and F;nalling Offices, Ancient Sea- 
men\that have had good Commands, 


and known the providing, of Stores. 
| tor their own Shipsz for whom theſe 
 Emplozments ſhould be referved as 

| honourable Retreats; and the Re» - 
| wards of the Government to the aged 
| and eFperienced,, for their former 
| good Services; who, far one. half of 
' the Revenne that is now paid, would 
| blefs thrm/etves and you. Nor ſhou!a 
| our Council, or Cabinet, be without 
a Seaman, a Souldier, a Merchant, a 


Civilian, a Common Lawyer, and ſore 


| Countrey Gentlemen, and ſuch as have 
' ſerved long and well in Embſſies a» 
| broad, which comprchends both Do» 
; meftick and Foreign, Civil and Mitli- 
\tary Aﬀiirs. Remember that pru- 
dent and inftructing . Remarque of 
iSir FF lliam Temple, in his Account 
of Halland, That though the Perpic un 
general, were not as quick and witty 
'as their Neighbours, yet their Govern- 


nent was generally wiſer, becariſe the 
wiſeſt of the People governed 3 they 


#booſe 


we 
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chooſe and prefer the ablift, which for 
other Reſpefts were advanced tn New b- 
| bourmg Government 1. | 
Wculd you be great or ſafe ? 
Add to/ what we have ſaid, the per- 
uſal of the Eftablrſhment by Land 
and Sea in the Rump's Time z obſerve 


by what Conduct to few, and moft . 
of them-- but of the middle ſort of 


Men; becamie the Admiration. and 
Ferror of the For/d. Send for H. that 
was Treaſurer of the Navy, and B.and 
D. that were Treaſurers for the Army 
in England, Scotland, and Ire/and, ho- 
nei{t and able Men, and alive, and you 
wi:l fee thit our yearly Charge ex- 
ceeds both that of the Civil War, and 
War with Hellnd too, when England 
and Scotland had Armies to be paid, as 
well as Ireland. I ſay obſerve Prc- 
portion and judge z-whatever is want- 
'ing to ballance your greater Expences, 
$8 que to their better Conduct. Be 
not offended with me, but imitate and. 
mend z the time invites us, and our 
Station obliges us to. it, and the $- 
iemn League and Covenant, I mean the 
King's Dec/aration, that Aſſociation for 


they have not that pretence? Better” 
Things are expected from pou. 1 beg 
your Patience a little longer, we are 
an Ifland. 4 Navy s an Enghſhſtend- 
ing Army. Add 10 or 20 Sail of Ships, 
if yow pleaſe, to the Etitabliſhment, . 
but no more ſtanding Armies now, [ 
belerch you. Conquering of France, 
which fome hot Heads Dream of, is 
not our. Buſtueſs, if it were in onr 
Power;. and therefore muſt be the: - 
paſſion uf Fools ard hope of Wo-. 

men. It was never attempted but | 

by Ed 3. and H:n.5: Princes of great 
Minds and SuMiciencyzbut they rather. 
ſhew'd France and the World what 
they could do, than what they could 
keep; and made the Experiment at 


' the Expence of that Blood and Trea- 


ſure, that we were the worſe for our 
Glory, even while we could maintam 
it : But that failed us alſo at length, 


and we ever lolit all back again, with 


more Diſhorour than we got it with 
Reputation, We had need have the 
Spaniſh Mines, or the Philoſopher's | 
Stone, and a Race of Black Prences, 
and fuch Edwards and Henry, to et- 


the Change z- Shall it be waſte Paper *feCt and ſupport ſuch an Enterpriſe. 


under it 2 God forbid; call for it, , 


Settle and Rule by it 3 to be (ureit is 
the Original Contratt of our new Go- 
-vernment. And unpardonable are they 
that after all our Blood and Trealvre 
Jpilt and ſpent, (and we know not 
where they will ftop, )| ſhall out of 
Fear or Flattery loſe the Advantages 
promis'd, for want of asking and 
prefing the Performance. I muft put 
you 40 mind of one of them betore 
we part, and-that was Sending back 
the Foreign Troops if you pleaſe; And 
wont you pleaſe firice Feland is redu- 
ced 2 It is hoped you will 3 and dif- 
band our Englith: ones too 2: What 
eſe are we the eaſter for Irel/ard $ be- 
ingreiuced? Which we all ſuſpected 
was prolonged on purpoſe to have a 
pretence for Money 3 And will you 
continue the Charge even now, when 


'France is Three times as big as En» 


gland, and Popu:ious and Rich in 
Proportion 3 the Revenue of the 
Crown is one Third of the yearly In- 
come of the whole ;. the Clergy have 
another Fhird; and the Lazty the o- 
ther Third ; of all which, the New- 
Converts make not the Five hundredth 
Part, as. they are not in Number the 
Two hundredth” Mav. Now if the 
Freiich King hath more than the Re- 
venue of all England to carry on his 


War, and a Clergy { Rich, and whom 


he has ſo much obliged to-help him, 
and that will not let him want for (6 
good a Cauſe, as they count this in 
tavour of King Fames, that is an Exile 
for his and theic Religion., belades 
what his People can furniſh, zealous 
enough in their way, and very Bigots 
to him 3 to which vaſt Trealnce _ 
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his incomparable Conduct, in Judg- 
ment, Secrecy, and Diſpatch, ſuiting 
Men to Things, and both to Tune 
- and Place, with the Succelſrs we (ee 
have followed him every where, as 
if he had Fortune in his Power, Tet 


ſhews him to be a Macb for all his. 


Enemies, and that thcy muſt think 
of being Defenſive in their turn as 
well as he; and truly, If be beats ns 
when ke fghts, and fights but when he 
\ pleaſes, be will bear us as laſt; and 
_ whatever we may fancy, France is 
Thrice more to us now, in Propor- 
tion, than what it was, which we 0 
not or will not ſee, becauſe old /|Rec* 
konings and preſent Heats coſen us. 
We are encicaſed in Tiade and Sttp- 
ping, ſo are they in Proportion , in 
Naval Aﬀiirsz in Revenue of the 
Crown ; in Command and Diſcipline z 
they are Proportionably F:ve to One 
to what they were in Ed. 3. and He. 
5. Time. It's true we might at fi: {t, 
with great Charge, have landed upon 


them and made ſome Coniufion a- 


mong them, as we might have r:duc'd 
Þ#/and, and faved all this Blood and 


-Teea(ure, but private Reſpects tocf# $8 both our ſurpriſe. and Ti 


place. However, that attempt upon 
France would have b:en tov hazar-! 
dous for. wife M:n to make ; for be-! 
fides the Repulſe that might have 
followed ; our Navy— might have 
been Wind bonnd, Proviſions thereby 
wanted, and the Charge of- an Army 


and Navy at fi-{t, wonld have come. 


too faſt, and been too much tor tie 
Pcople to have underſtood ; and if 
it had not (ſucceeded to our mighty 
Hopes, it would have b:en.a datger- 
ouz Slur upon'the Ring, from whom 
ſome expeRted not ſo much._-as they 
have ſeen, and others a great deal 
more. Laying aftile the Vanity of 
Conqueſts abroad, it will become us 


that while we think of nothing leſs 
than Freeing or Puſlefling other 
Countreys, we may not [fer./ib!y loſe 
or en/lave our own. We hare Land 
enough, and a free Government, it 
we might injoy it. Our part is little 
more than Defenfivez ſcower the 


Coaſt and you, ſecure the Iflind and _ 


the Trade, which is the Life of it - 
But if after Fiftcen Millions of Mony 


already paid in Three years, ( which, 


by the way, has not been known 
fince the Norm.tu Dukes, which isnow 
above 600 years agoe, ) you will 
give more without ſetling the Conſti= 
<ution and changeing Hands, and 
thereby purging the Adminiſtration, 
He are an undone as well as a ridicu- 
lous People. The Army the King asks 
is for the Continent, andnot an Iſland, 
And what have 'we to do there? 


Ts not our Q-ora (enough? Are any 


but the. D:cech concerned in the 
Charge at Sea? And of that do we 
not bear a double Share? Beſides, 
Have any of the Confederacy afliſted 
us in the reducing of Ireland? Let us 
oblerve Proportion. But that which 
le. able; is 
to find that his Majelty tells us of Ar- 
rears, after all that has been given, 
when it is made plain-to us, that 
though we did the 1.ift year Propo:- 
tion our Supplies to 70000 Men, there 


never were 5o of them in pay: Pray 


let that Overplus he applied to the 
Arrears, or thole that received it 0s 
bliged to refund to the Pablick— 


| We'donot ſee tothe end of our Char- 


ges, and cannot be too good Hug- 


| bands for the People that pay it, who 
| though they are and will be very rea- 
[donab'e, have often proved they are 
not made for Burthen. 
more to Perſons of your Talents; 
Nor had T faid fo much but to M.n 


I will ſay no 


to have a care of them at home 3 of your Stations,  _— 


| 


2c: 
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